
Tasmania offers ‘odd jobs’ for tourists

Tasmania has initiated an engaging "odd jobs" campaign to entice tourists during the 
winter season. This Australian island state is providing individuals the opportunity to 
swap their conventional employment for distinctive temporary roles during the 
off-season. Some of these roles include being a paranormal investigator, wombat 
walker, and stargazer. Although these positions are unpaid, all expenses such as travel, 
meals, and accommodation are subsidized by the Tasmanian tourist board.

The paranormal investigator role is for one day and is open to individuals with an 
interest in "history and mystery." It involves detecting paranormal activity at Willow 
Court, an old asylum. Another role is an "oyster organiser," which entails sorting, 
cleaning, and tasting oysters from Great Oyster Bay. Train aficionados can apply to be a 
"puffer nut" for a day on the Lynchford Express steam train. Stargazers can join 
Tasmania's Astronomical Society to observe the skies for a night. There are also roles 
for truffle hunters, "wine whisperers," and wombat walkers who will accompany the 
marsupials on their morning waddle.

Last year, 1.25 million people visited Tasmania, which is an increase from the previous 
year but still below the 1.35 million visitors before the pandemic. Winter in Tasmania 
spans from May to August, with temperatures ranging between 3-11°C. Only adults 
residing in Australia are eligible to apply for these roles. Applicants must explain in 
under 50 words why they wish to exchange their regular jobs for one of the "odd jobs."

Vocabulary and Definitions

1. Initiated - started or begun.
2. Engaging - attractive or interesting.
3. Entice - to attract or tempt by offering pleasure or advantage.
4. Conventional - based on or in accordance with what is generally done or 

believed.
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5. Distinctive - characteristic of one person or thing, and so serving to distinguish it 
from others.

6. Temporary - lasting for only a limited period of time.
7. Unpaid - not receiving payment for work.
8. Subsidized - supported financially.
9. Detecting - discovering or identifying the presence of something.
10. Aficionados - people who are very knowledgeable and enthusiastic about an 

activity or subject.
11. Accommodation - a place where someone may live or stay.
12. Paranormal - beyond normal scientific explanation; related to ghosts or spirits.
13. Accompany - to go somewhere with someone.
14. Asylum - a place where people used to be taken care of, often for mental health.
15. Marsupials - mammals that carry and nurse their young in a pouch.

Simple Discussion Questions

1. Which "odd job" would you find most interesting to try and why?
2. Do you think offering unpaid but subsidized jobs is an effective way to attract 

tourists? Why or why not?
3. How do you think working as a paranormal investigator for a day would feel?

True or False Questions

1. The "odd jobs" campaign in Tasmania is aimed at attracting tourists during the 
summer. 

2. The role of an "oyster organiser" includes tasting oysters. 
3. Train aficionados can apply to be a "puffer nut" for a day on the Lynchford 

Express steam train. 
4. The "odd jobs" are paid positions. 
5. Only adults living in Australia are eligible to apply for these roles. 

Cloze Quiz

Tasmania has initiated an engaging "odd jobs" campaign to __________  tourists during 
the winter season. This Australian island state is providing individuals the opportunity to 
swap their __________  employment for distinctive temporary roles during the off-season. 
Some of these roles include being a paranormal investigator, wombat walker, and 
stargazer. Although these positions are unpaid, all expenses such as travel, meals, and 
__________  are subsidized by the Tasmanian tourist board.
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The paranormal investigator role is for one day and is open to individuals with an 
interest in "history and mystery." It involves __________  paranormal activity at Willow 
Court, an old asylum. Another role is an "oyster organiser," which entails sorting, 
cleaning, and tasting oysters from Great Oyster Bay. Train __________  can apply to be a 
"puffer nut" for a day on the Lynchford Express steam train. Stargazers can join 
Tasmania's Astronomical Society to observe the skies for a night. There are also roles 
for truffle hunters, "wine whisperers," and wombat walkers who will accompany the 
marsupials on their morning waddle.

Last year, 1.25 million people visited Tasmania, which is an increase from the previous 
year but still below the 1.35 million visitors before the pandemic. Winter in Tasmania 
spans from May to August, with temperatures ranging between 3-11°C. Only adults 
residing in Australia are eligible to apply for these roles. Applicants must explain in 
under 50 words why they wish to exchange their regular jobs for one of the "odd jobs."
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Quiz Answers

True or False Questions:

1. The "odd jobs" campaign in Tasmania is aimed at attracting tourists during the 
summer. (False)

2. The role of an "oyster organiser" includes tasting oysters. (True)
3. Train aficionados can apply to be a "puffer nut" for a day on the Lynchford 

Express steam train. (True)
4. The "odd jobs" are paid positions. (False)
5. Only adults living in Australia are eligible to apply for these roles. (True)
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