
SpaceX Starship Makes Breakthrough Ocean
Landing

Elon Musk's new rocket system, Starship, successfully completed its fourth test flight,
making a soft landing in the ocean for the first time. The main goal was to bring the
rocket's upper section, known as the Ship, back to Earth safely by landing in the Indian
Ocean. Despite some damage, the Ship landed mostly intact, marking a big
achievement for SpaceX.

Earlier in the flight, the rocket's lower booster also returned to Earth, hovering above
the Gulf of Mexico. This was a significant improvement from previous tests where the
booster was destroyed.

This test flight is part of SpaceX's plan to develop a fully reusable rocket system, which
would be a major breakthrough in space travel. Starship launches from Boca Chica,
Texas, and separates into two parts during its flight. The lower part returns to Earth,
while the upper part continues its mission.

The upper section faces high temperatures when re-entering the atmosphere. During
the descent, some protective tiles fell off, and parts of the rocket got very hot. Despite
this, the Ship managed to land in the ocean.

Elon Musk believes that perfecting the Starship will revolutionize space travel, making
it cheaper and enabling new activities like missions to Mars and expanding internet
services through the Starlink project.

Vocabulary

1. Successfully: In a way that accomplishes a desired aim or result.
2. Intact: Not damaged or broken.
3. Achievement: A thing done successfully, typically by effort, courage, or skill.
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4. Booster: The first stage of a rocket, providing the main thrust to launch the
vehicle.

5. Hovering: Remaining in one place in the air.
6. Reusable: Able to be used again.
7. Breakthrough: A sudden, dramatic, and important discovery or development.
8. Re-entering: Coming back into the Earth's atmosphere from space.
9. Descent: The action of moving downward.
10. Protective tiles: Heat-resistant tiles used to protect spacecraft from high

temperatures.
11. Revolutionize: To change something in a way that is very different from what

has been done before.

Discussion Questions

1. What was the main goal of the Starship's fourth test flight?
2. How did the lower booster perform differently in this test compared to previous

tests?
3. Why is making the Starship reusable important for space travel?

True or False Questions

1. The Starship rocket successfully landed in the Indian Ocean for the first time.
2. The main goal of the test flight was to land the lower booster in the Gulf of

Mexico.
3. The upper section of the rocket is called the Booster.
4. The test flight aimed to develop a fully reusable rocket system.
5. Some protective tiles fell off during the descent.

Cloze Quiz

1. Elon Musk's new rocket system, Starship, successfully completed its fourth test
flight, making a soft ______ in the ocean for the first time.

2. The main goal was to bring the rocket's upper section, known as the Ship, back
to Earth safely by landing in the ______ Ocean.

3. Earlier in the flight, the rocket's lower booster also returned to Earth, ______
above the Gulf of Mexico.

4. This test flight is part of SpaceX's plan to develop a fully ______ rocket system,
which would be a major breakthrough in space travel.
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5. Elon Musk believes that perfecting the Starship will ______ space travel, making it
cheaper and enabling new activities like missions to Mars and expanding
internet services through the Starlink project.
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Quiz Answers

True or False Questions:

1. The Starship rocket successfully landed in the Indian Ocean for the first time.
(True)

2. The main goal of the test flight was to land the lower booster in the Gulf of
Mexico. (False)

3. The upper section of the rocket is called the Booster. (False)
4. The test flight aimed to develop a fully reusable rocket system. (True)
5. Some protective tiles fell off during the descent. (True)
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